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While Editor-in-Chief of The Chemical
Intelligencer, Istv�n Hargittai, some-
times with his wife Magdolna, inter-
viewed more than 120 eminent scien-
tists. Some of these interviews were
never published in the magazine, and
many have now appeared in a more
permanent form. The first five volumes
of this Candid Science series, each con-
taining three dozen interviews, have
been published. Three have been
reviewed in Angewandte Chemie Inter-
national Edition (Vol. I: 2001, 40, 2179;
Vol. III: 2004, 43, 1909; Vol. IV: 2006,
45, 4235).

This volume, coauthored by Istv�n0s
son, Bal�zs, differs from previous ones
in several ways. For the first time,
mathematicians are included. Besides
Hargittai interviews, nine interviews
from “Pioneers of Science and Technol-
ogy”, a collection of recordings of some
60 prominent figures produced by the
late Clarence E. Larson, former Com-
missioner of the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission (subject of an interview,
pp. 316–323), and his wife Jane, are also
included.

Two recent Nobel prize controver-
sies are also included. After the award
of the 2003 Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine to Paul C. Lauterbur (pp. 454–

479) and Sir Peter Mansfield “for their
discoveries concerning magnetic reso-
nance imaging,” full-page advertise-
ments appeared in The Washington
Post and New York Times, claiming
that Raymond V. Damadian had discov-
ered MRI and that Lauterbur and
Mansfield only refined the technology.
Istv�n asked Lauterbur about the dis-
pute and received frank answers. He
also received answers from other inter-
viewees in this volume.

The second controversy involved the
2000 Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine, awarded to Arvid Carlsson
(pp. 588–617), Paul Greengard (pp. 648–
665), and Eric R. Kandel (pp. 666–679).
The Hargittais interviewed not only the
laureates but also Oleh Hornykiewicz
(pp. 618–647), who did not protest the
award, but an open letter 250 neuro-
scientists did on his behalf. These four
interviews are the last in the volume and
are thus ideally placed for purposes of
comparison.

The Hargittais uncover the stories
behind the most important achieve-
ments in twentieth-century science
directly from some of its most distin-
guished participants. The interviewees
tell of their backgrounds; families; lives,
both personal and professional; child-
hoods, influences, and career choices;
motivations; aspirations; scientific or
nonscientific heroes; mentors; influen-
ces; selection of co-workers; hardships
and triumphs; greatest challenge;
modus operandi; philosophies; hobbies
and nonscientific interests; and their
seminal discoveries.

The titles of the books in this series
are most appropriate, as are their sub-
titles. Their contents are more like
candid, informal conversations rather
than formal interviews. In reply to the
Hargittais0 serious questions a number
of the interviewees answer with humor.
Most of the scientific subjects are dis-
cussed either by their originators or
most prominent authorities. The ear-
liest-born scientist is Linus Pauling
(1901–1994), the internationally
acclaimed scientist, educator, human-
itarian, and political activist and the only
person to have received two unshared
Nobel Prizes (chemistry, 1954; peace,
1962) (pp. 340–365). The youngest inter-
viewee is Princess Chulabhorn of Thai-
land (b. 1957), President of the Chulab-

horn Research Institute and Professor of
Chemistry at Mahidol University, prob-
ably the only princess who is also a
chemist (pp. 332–339).

The interviews flow naturally as
related conversations often serve to
introduce the next one. Versatility is a
prominent characteristic amongmany of
the interviewees, a number of whom
have switched areas several times in the
course of their careers. In most cases the
interviewees0 human feelings shine
through their words. Nobel laureates
describe how the prize affected their
lives, research, and careers. Most inter-
viewees are modest and admit the role
of luck in their good fortune. Some of
the physicists worked on the Manhattan
Project, and their beliefs about the
decision to use the nuclear bombs
against Japan are varied, being both
pro and con.

Several scientists discuss their differ-
ences with other scientists and compet-
itors. However, most interviewees are
well acquainted with each other and are
mutually supportive, and their names
appear frequently in each other0s inter-
views. Some offer suggestions as to
Nobel-caliber scientists whose candi-
dacy was overlooked, either because of
the three-person rule for sharing a prize
or for other reasons.

The date and exact locale of each
interview is provided along with a bio-
graphical sketch. Nineteen (more than
half) of the interviewees are Nobel
laureates. Only three of the scientists
are women (Vera C. Rubin, Neta A.
Bahcall, and Princess Chulabhorn) so,
despite the increasing acceptance of
women in academic, industrial, and
governmental laboratories, further
advances in the struggle against sexism
are needed. An extremely high propor-
tion of the interviewees (at least 12 or
one-third) are Jewish, so the issues of
Judaism, the reasons for the preponder-
ance of Jews among scientists of the first
rank, the Holocaust, Israel, anti-Semi-
tism, and Jewish self-hatred are dis-
cussed by many of them. Although
many of the interviewees are not reli-
gious, as expected of a diverse group of
highly individualistic persons with
strong opinions, they do not always
agree on this or other topics. Some are
declared atheists, while others are
agnostics or uncertain about their views.
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The interviews include one or more
portraits, many photographed by Istv�n
or Magdolna. The volume contains 160
illustrations, not only formal and infor-
mal photos of interviewees both as
adults and as children, their families,
colleagues, and students, and equip-
ment, but also of some unusual items.
Nine of the interviewees (Coxeter,
Schawlow, Alvarez, Pickering, Fowler,
SegrG, Lawson, Pauling, and Calvin) are
now deceased, more than in any of the
previous volumes, underscoring the
importance of acquiring such oral his-
tories promptly.

A name index (11 double-column
pages with boldface page numbers refer-
ring to interviews) but no subject index
is provided. A cumulative index of
interviewees (three double-column
pages) for all five volumes to date is
included. According to Arvid Carlsson,
who wrote the foreword, “Once again,
the Hargittais are to be congratulated on
yet another masterful Candid Science
volume. It will certainly be enjoyed by a
great number of enthusiastic readers.” I
heartily second Carlsson0s evaluation. I
recommend this volume, eminently
suited for reading or browsing, not
only to historians of science but also to
practicing mathematicians, astronomers,
physicists, chemists, physiologists, physi-
cians, and other scientists, especially
beginning ones, as well as to students,
who will certainly enjoy these inspiring

stories by some of science0s leading
luminaries.

George B. Kauffman
California State University
Fresno, CA (USA)
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Chemistry, Biochemistry and Technology.
CD-ROM. By Derek E. C. Corbridge. 2005,
£ 40.00.

This text is provided as a PDF file on a
CD. The work is in many respects a
greatly updated version of the mono-
graph Phosphorus from the same author
many years ago.

The format for publication is inter-
esting, and while some may find it
inconvenient, many will be impressed
by the flexibility and value for money
that this format offers. I liked it greatly
and found the convenience of being able
to have the “book” as a handy portable
resource genuinely worthwhile. There is
a contents list, which allows the reader
to flip between the 14 chapters (and the
subsections within chapters), and the
“find” feature in Adobe can be used for
rudimentary searches to supplement the
index.

The content of the book is well
organized, and represents a thorough

survey of the state of knowledge in
phosphorus chemistry. Simple “inor-
ganic” chemistry is covered well, and
there are excellent chapters in most of
the major areas, including an introduc-
tion to organophosphorus chemistry,
biological systems, and applications of
phosphorus chemistry (but no signifi-
cant coverage of metal phosphines in
catalysis). The clarity of presentation
and the scientific emphasis reflects the
scholarship and knowledge of the
author; this book is a resource, not a
sketchy summary of recent research
highlights. A major improvement on
earlier books is that this edition is well
referenced, with leading citations on
important systems.

This book is an excellent resource
for specialists, as well as being able to
provide the wider audience with a good
quality introduction to the chemistry of
one of the most versatile elements in the
Periodic Table. Anyone teaching inor-
ganic chemistry will find this a very
economical and worthwhile purchase. I
am much impressed by both the format,
which may reflect the wave of the future,
and the content, which amply shows that
the high standards of an earlier era can
metamorphose into 21st-century tech-
nology.

J. Derek Woollins
School of Chemistry
University of St. Andrews (United
Kingdom)
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